
 

Disaster Preparedness, Response and Recovery:  
Linking Behavioral Health with Public Health Systems  

January 24,  2008 

Time Topic Facilitator/Speaker 

8:00-9:00 Registration and Breakfast   

Master of Ceremonies: James Siemianowski, LICSW 

9:00-9:15 Welcome and opening remarks Thomas A. Kirk, Jr., PhD 

9:15-10:00 The importance of integrating public health and behavioral health in all 
phases of disaster response 

Brian Flynn, EdD 

10:00-10:45 Public health systems and public health preparedness Linda Degutis, DrPH, MSN 

10:45-11:00 Break  

11:00-12:00 Early Intervention in 2008:  Psychological First Aid and Related Models Brian Flynn, EdD 

12:00-1:00 Lunch  

Master of Ceremonies: Steven Berkowitz, MD 

1:00-2:30 Promoting resilience and recovery: Merging public health and 
behavioral health paradigms  

Brian Flynn, EdD 

2:30-2:45 Break  

2:45-3:30 Panel presentation: Showcasing practice models 
Karen Spargo, MPH and Laura Mutrie, LCSW 

Jeff Montague, MDiv and Linda J. Colangelo 

3:30-4:00 Questions and answers and general discussion Brian Flynn, EdD and Linda Degutis, DrPH, MSN 

4:00-4:30 Next steps and wrap up Kathryn Dean, MSSW and Srdjan Stakic, EdD 

 



 

 
 

Disaster Preparedness and Response:  
Linking Behavioral and Mental Health with Public Health Systems  

January 24, 2008 

Speakers and facilitators  

Steven Berkowitz, MD 
 Assistant Professor, Child Study Center, Yale University, School of Medicine 
 Medical Director, National Center for Children Exposed to Violence, Yale University, School of Medicine 
 Medical Director, Intensive In-home Child and Adolescent Psychiatric Service, Yale University, School of Medicine 

Linda J. Colangelo  Director of Health Education and Communications/Public Information Officer, Northeast District Department of 
Health 

Kathryn Dean, MSSW  Project Administrator, Center for Trauma Response, Recovery, and Preparedness, School of Medicine, 
Department of Psychiatry, University of Connecticut Health Center 

Linda Degutis, DrPH, MSN 
 President, American Public Health Association 
 Center Director / Co-Principal Investigator, Yale Center for Public Health Preparedness 
 Associate Professor, Surgery (Emergency Medicine) and Epidemiology and Public Health 

Brian W. Flynn, EdD 
 Former Rear Admiral and Assistant Surgeon General in the U.S. Public Health Service 
 Adjunct Professor of Psychiatry and Associate Director, Center for the Study of Traumatic Stress, Department of 
Psychiatry, Uniformed Services University of Health Science 

Thomas A. Kirk, Jr., PhD  Commissioner, Connecticut Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services 

Jeff Montague, MDiv  Health Program Associate, Southeastern Mental Health Authority 

Laura Mutrie, LCSW  Director of Clinical Services, Lower Naugatuck Valley Parent Child Resource Center 

James Siemianowski, LICSW  Senior Policy Advisor, Connecticut Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services 

Karen Spargo, MPH  Executive Director, Naugatuck Valley Health District 

Srdjan Stakic, EdD  Coordinator, Yale Center for Public Health Preparedness 

  


